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MASSES
St. Paul’s Oratory
Mon. - Fri. 10am
St. Joseph’s Church
Sat. 6pm / Sun. 11am
Available on Webcam
& Radio 100.2fm

Annie Cullen, Deerpark .
Margaret & Rodney Hodgkinson L
William & Elizabeth Leigh, Bawnogues & all
deceased members of the Leigh Family
Sophie Doyle, Rathmoon

John Swayne, Rathvilly & Hughestown
Brigid Doyle, Clough

Brendan Doyle, Main Street &

deceased members of the Doyle Family

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
ST. PAUL’S ORATORY
WEDNESDAYS 7.30 - 8.30PM
Spend an hour in quiet
reflection before Jesus
present in the
Blessed Sacrament.

GRANGECON : SUNDAY 9.30AM.

Michael Kealy, Ballycore
Margaret & Michael Kehoe, Grangecon Hill
Edward Doyle, Mallens Wood, Grangecon

ALTAR SERVERS
If you would like to be an
Altar Server please contact the
Parish Office.

WEEKDAY MASS INTENTIONS
ST. PAUL’S ORATORY 10AM
Monday 2nd: Donor’s Intentions
Tuesday 3rd: Donor’s Intentions

NEWSLETTER
Articles for the Newsletter must be
received by 12 noon on Thursdays.

NEWSLETTER
Articles for the Newsletter must be SUNDAY MASSES 2026
received by 12 noon on Thursdays. STRATFORD GRANGECON
PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS February: 08 /22 01/15
Mon. Wed & Fri. 9.30am - 1.00pm March: 08/22 01/15/29
Tues. & Thurs. 9.30am - 1.00pm April: 05/19 12/26

& 1.30pm - 2.30pm May 03/17/31 10/24

BALTINGLASS - BIGSTONE - GRANGECON - STRATFORD

PARISH NEWSLETITER

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A 1ST FEBRUARY 2026

What makes a life truly successful? In a world that measures success
by power, wealth, and recognition, today’s readings invite us to look at
life through God’s eyes. They remind us that God chooses the humble
and calls the weak ‘blessed,’ revealing a very different path to true ful-
filment.

Today is a special day for our diocese as we celebrate St. Brigid, who
was an Abbess and a secondary patron of Ireland. Who was St. Brigid?
It is generally accepted that Brigid established her abbey and church in
Kildare around 480 AD, on the site now occupied by St Brigid’s Cathe-
dral. Brigid held a unique position in the Irish Church and society of her
day. As Abbess, she presided over the local Church of Kildare and was
leader of a double monastery for men and women.

Tradition suggests that she invited Conleth, a hermit from Old Connell
near Newbridge, to assist her in Kildare. We are told that ‘they gov-
erned their Church by means of a mutually happy alliance.’

What emerges from many of these stories and legends about Brigid is
the portrait of a strong and gentle woman, a powerful leader, a good
organizer, a skillful healer and a wise spiritual guide. Brigid has become
— for men as well as women — a potent symbol of Christian woman-
hood, showing us in so many different ways the feminine face of God.

May the spirit of St. Brigid inspire and guide us to live humbly the
life of beatitudes.




and to reverence all God has made.

Strengthen what is weak within us.

in mind, body and spirit.

Brigid, you were a voice for the wounded and the weary.

Brigid, you were a woman of peace.

You brought harmony where there was conflict.
You brought light to the darkness,

you brought hope to the downcast.

May the mantle of your peace cover

those who are troubled and anxious 3
- and may peace be firmly rooted in our

ﬁearts and in our world. Inspire us to act justly

Calm us into a quietness that heals and listens.
May we grow each day into greater wholeness

MEDJUGORIJE PILGRIMAGE 2026

Wednesday 26th August to 2nd September
Dublin to Medjugorje return. Half Board. Cost: €895
Spiritual Director: Fr. Ger Ahern. For more info contact:
Parish Office 059 6481254 [or 087 629 8881 or 059 9151277]
€50 discount if deposit paid before 31st January
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EVERY MONDAY IN
FATIMA HALL 8PM

Ministers for the
7th & 8th February
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SATURDAY 6PM: (Baltinglass)
Minister of the Word: Laura Egan
Eucharistic Ministers: Patricia Carwood
Mary Hayes
SUNDAY 11AM MASS:
Minister of the Word: Maggie Nolan

Catherine Lord
Kieran Cogan

Eucharistic Ministers:

STRATFORD: 9.30AM:
Minister of the Word:
Eucharistic Minister:

Elizabeth Thompson
Noreen Keogh

SICK CALLS
If you have anyone that’s sick or housebound
and you would like a priest to visit
please contact the Parish Office.

WEEKEND COLLECTIONS 24TH & 25TH JAN.

Offertory: €580. Dev. €1,560.
Many thanks to all who contributed.

ST. BRIGID’S CROSSES
will be available this weekend the
31st January & 1st February in
Baltinglass & Grangecon Churches. All
donations for the crosses will go to
Baltinglass Community Hospital.

STRATFORD/GRANGECON GAA LOTTO
~ = Winning Numbers
02,04,17, 23
No Jackpot Winner
4 Match 3 Winners - € 50 each
Paddy Tighe, Michelle Burke,
Eimear & Clodagh Kelly, Kate Kelly
Sellers Prize: Parkmore Stores
This week’s Jackpot: €20,000.
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HOSPITALITY MORNING %
Join us for a Cuppa in The Parish f
Centre. Every Tuesday morning

after 10am Mass. All are welcome.

THE IRISH CATHOLIC
Ireland’s biggest and best-selling

religious newspaper!
ON SALE in St. Joseph’s Church each weekend.

IF YOU TAKE ONE PLEASE PUT MONEY
IN THE BOX! PRICE: €3.50.

BALTINGLASS GAA LOTTO
Winning Numbers <
13, 28, 31, 36 z
. "~ NolJackpot Winner !
1 Match 3 Winner - €300
Michael Hegarty

This week’s Jackpot: €20,000.
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INVITATION TO KILDARE & LEIGHLIN
PARISHIONERS BAPTISED AND SENT IN LENT -
EXPLORING THE LENTEN SUNDAY GOSPELS
The Diocesan Commission for Liturgical
Formation and Diocesan Synod Committee are
inviting you to give one hour a week, for five
weeks, to join with others to reflect on the
Sunday Gospel and its links to what it means to
be baptised, as well as its links to some of the
pastoral priorities that have emerged in synod
conversations in our diocese and beyond?
Would you like to find out more about being
part of, or even running this series locally?
An INFORMATION SESSION will take place in
Newbridge Parish Centre on Tuesday, 3rd
February. Tea/coffee available from 7 pm.
Information session starts promptly at 7:30 pm-
9 pm. Registration essential through
fds@kandle.ie If you would prefer to attend via
zoom, please email fds@kandle.ie to request a
zoom registration link.

VISIT BALTINGLASS PARISH WEBSITE
For Weekly Newsletter, Information,to make a
donation etc. www.baltinglassparish.ie

BIGSTONE COMMUNITY CENTRE
Eircode: R93 KP89
There is a Course of Dancing at Bigstone Hall
on Wednesday nights 7.30pm — 9pm. €10 per
class. Learn to Jive, Waltz , Quickstep, Foxtrot
and lots of Fun Line Dances. Get fit while
having fun and meeting new people.
Contact Noeleen on 086 869 0332.

COTTAGE TO LET
2 Bedroom Cottage at Killalesh, Kiltegan.
Contact: 087 270 1551.

CONFESSIONS
Will take place every Saturday Morning
in St. Paul’s Oratory in the Parish Centre
from 10am - 10.30am.
OR
by appointment by phoning the
Priest on duty at 085 831 4793.

BALTINGLASS & DISTRICT ACTIVE RETIREMENT
Our members would like to thank Edward
Timmins T.D. for the warm welcome he extend-
ed to us on our recent very enjoyable and en-
lightening trip, to Leinster House. Other outings
for 2026 — a trip to Glendalough, an Afternoon
Tea treat, and a short Summer Holiday Break at
the Connamara Coast Hotel. Further details to
follow. Meanwhile, our Coffee Mornings in Feb-
ruary will be held in Germaine’s, each Friday at
1lam. Some activities have already resumed:
Bridge on Wednesdays from 10.30am to 12md
in The Parish Centre, and new members are
most welcome. Art Classes and Yoga sessions
are being planned also. Our next monthly
meeting, and AGM, will take place Wednesday
25th February in Germaines.
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