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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
ST. PAUL’S ORATORY 

WEDNESDAYS 7.30 - 8.30PM 
Spend an hour in quiet  
reflection before Jesus 

 present in the 
 Blessed Sacrament. 

 
  BALTINGLASS - BIGSTONE - GRANGECON - STRATFORD 

PARISH   NEWSLETTER 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A -  2nd August 2026  

RADIO MARIA IRELAND  
Saorview - Channel 210 
Stream on www.radiomaria.ie 
By phone (01) 437 3277  
(no extra charges apply) FREE  
APP -“RADIO MARIA IRELAND” 

REFLECTION 
The disciples of Jesus, upon seeing the multitude said to Jesus, “this is a deserted place, and 

the hour is now late”. They saw an emerging problem and proposed a practical human solu-

tion which we all could easily agree with – “send the crowds away so that they may go into 

the villages and buy food for themselves”. Jesus, however, proposed a divine solution – 

“bring them, that is the available five loaves and two fish, here to me”. They all ate and were 

filled and still there was a left-over of twelve baskets full. 
 

There is an African proverb which says, “it is God who drives away flies from the animal who 

has no tail”. In other words, it is God who takes care of those who do not have in need. 
 
 

He is the creator of the universe and he knows how to manage his creation. He makes provi-

sions in ways that baffle the human mind. Sometimes, when we are down and deflated, God 

may choose to send someone to communicate his word to us. At that instant, we feel rejuve-

nated and a new lease of life is poured into our souls. There are also moments when we are 

unsure of our next meal but then miraculously, somebody walks into our lives and offers us 

help – this is God in action.  
 

The miracle of the feeding of the five thousand teaches us one big lesson, namely, the Lord is 

capable of nourishing us wherever and in whichever situation we find ourselves. My inability 

to solve a seemingly impossible equation does not mean it cannot be solved. There is always 

a solution to a problem. Yes, there is always a way out of every problematic situation. We 

sometimes focus too much on the problems of life at the expense of finding a solution to 

them. 
 

Today, Jesus turns to each one of us and says “bring them here to me”, meaning all those 

riddles and vicissitudes of life that appear to us as insurmountable as the feeding of thou-

sands of hungry people in a desert place. What we consider to be impossible would turn out 

to be doable if only we would trust in the Lord and respond to his invitation. As we place all 

that we have and are in his hands, we would experience nourishment for our souls. 

 
 

MASSES 
St. Paul’s Oratory 
Mon. - Fri. 10am  

St. Joseph’s Church 
Sat. 6pm / Sun. 11am  
Available on Webcam  

SICK CALLS 
If you have anyone that’s sick or house-

bound and you would like a priest to visit  
please contact the Parish Office.       

THE IRISH CATHOLIC 
Ireland’s biggest and best-selling  

religious newspaper! 
ON SALE in St. Joseph’s Church each  

weekend. 
IF YOU TAKE ONE PLEASE PUT MONEY  

IN THE BOX!   PRICE:  €3.50.  

WE REMEMBER 

 

MONTHS MIND:  

Barry O’Neill, Tuckmill Cross 

Josephine McGeer, Baltinglass & UK 

Andy Prendergast, Kyle 

 

ANNIVERSARIES:  SUNDAY 11AM 

Mary Doyle, Carrigeen 

Peter Farrell, Raheen 

Kitty, Gerry & Pat Farrell 

Bridie Murphy, Bawnogues 

Joe Plant & his Father Jack, Parkmore 

Mollie Burke, Carrigeen 

Ann (Nan) Barry, 5 Parkmore  

Len O’Connell, Chapel Hill 

George, Teresa & Paddy Prendergast, Kyle 

Jack, Sheila & John O’Neill, Tuckmill 

The Moran Family, Kyle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKDAY MASS INTENTIONS 

10AM IN ST PAUL’S ORATORY 

Monday 3rd August:   Barry O’Neill 

Tuesday 4th August:   Barry O’Neill 

Wednesday 5th August:    

Thursday 6th August:   Donor’s Intentions 

CEMETERY MASSES 2026 

Baltinglass Cemetery  Sunday 2nd August 3pm 

Grotto/Nuns' Cemetery  Saturday 15th August  11am 
 

http://www.radiomaria.ie/


BALTINGLASS GAA LOTTO 

Winning Numbers 

06, 20, 21, 33 

No Jackpot Winner 

1 Match 3 winners - €300 

Áine O’Brien 

Next week’s Jackpot: €20,000. 
  

GUESS THE SCORE FUNDRAISER 

Congratulations to Ben Patterson who 

guessed the correct score in the game last 

Sunday.  Mayo 1 - 20  Kerry 1 - 17.  Ben wins 

the prize money of €200.   

STRATFORD/GRANGECON GAA LOTTO 
Winning Numbers 

08, 19, 20, 29 

No Jackpot Winner  

3 Match 3 Winners - €70 each 

SheiIa Graham, Ryan Cullen x 2 

Sellers Prize: Colette Bollard 

This week’s Jackpot: €18,100 

CONFESSIONS 

Will take place every Saturday Morning  

in St. Paul’s Oratory in the Parish Centre  

from 10am - 10.30am.  

OR  

by appointment by phoning the 

 Priest on duty at 085 831 4793. 

MINISTERS FOR THE 
8th & 9th August 

 
SATURDAY 6PM: (Baltinglass) 
Minister of the Word:      Niall Doogue 
Eucharistic Ministers:       Michael Lennon 
             Mary Hayes 
SUNDAY 11AM MASS: 
Minister of the Word:      Fiona Kavanagh 
Eucharistic Ministers:       John Paul Kenny 
                                              Seán Connolly 
STRATFORD: 9.30AM: 
Minister of the Word:        Liam Brady 
Eucharistic Minister:         Liam Brady 

SUNDAY MASSES 2026 

STRATFORD          GRANGECON 

August:            09/23                        02/16/30 

September      06/20        13/27 

October:        04/18         11/25  

November: 01/ 15/29                 08/22 

December:      13/27                          06/20 

VISIT BALTINGLASS PARISH WEBSITE 

For Weekly Newsletter, Information, 

to make a donation etc. 

www.baltinglassparish.ie 

Weekend Collections  

25th & 26h July 

 Off. €700.  Dev. €1,665. 

Many thanks to all who contributed. 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Articles for the Newsletter must be  

received by 12 noon on Thursdays. 
 

 PARISH OFFICE  

OPENING HOURS 
Mon. Wed.  & Fri.  9.30am - 1pm  

Tues. & Thurs.  9.30am - 1pm  

                   & 1.30pm - 2.30pm 

EVERY MONDAY IN 
FATIMA HALL 8PM 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Cleaning takes place in St. Joseph’s Church on 
the first Thursday of the month at 10.30am.  

More volunteers are needed.  Your help 
would be appreciated.   

ALTAR SERVERS 
You do not have to be in primary 
school to be an ALTAR SERVER.  

WE WELCOME YOU AT ANY AGE!  
Why not become an   

ALTAR SERVER?  
If you would like to be an  

Altar Server please contact the Parish Office. 

RECONNECT 

An invitation to everyone 

who has attended ALPHA in 

Baltinglass Parish. 

Come along for an evening to  
reconnect with one another,  

enjoy a chat,  
and explore together what our next 

step might be as people of faith.  
 

Venue: Baltinglass Parish Centre 

Date: Thursday 13th August 

7.30pm 
 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO  
SEEING YOU THERE!  

RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initi-

ation of Adults, a process for adults seeking 
to join the Catholic Church. 
 

RCIA is a structured process developed by 
the Catholic Church to guide adults who 
wish to become full members of the Church, 
including those who have never been bap-
tised (catechumens) and those baptised in 
other Christian denominations (candidates).  
It involves gradual introduction to Catholic 
beliefs, practices, and the sacraments, cul-
minating in Baptism, Confirmation, and Eu-
charist, usually celebrated at the Easter Vig-
il. 
 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED PLEASE  
CONTACT OUR PARISH OFFICE. 

URGENTLY NEEDED 
We are in urgent need of people who are  

willing to take up the roles of  
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER  

AND/OR  
MINISTER OF THE WORD  

for  
STRATFORD AND GRANGECON  

CHURCHES.  
PLEASE contact the Parish Office ASAP  

On 059 648 1254 or  
email admin@baltinglassparish.ie  

CLEANER AVAILABLE 
Mornings only.  Phone Kate  

on  086 867 1926.  

DONOUGHMORE & DONARD PARISH  
WILL HOST THEIR ANNUAL FETE 

ON MONDAY 3RD AUGUST (BANK HOLIDAY) 
at Donoughmore from 2pm – 5pm. 

The event will include Cakes and Home Pro-
duce, Plants, Books, Toys, White Elephant. 

Free entertainment for children with ‘Magic 
Martha’ (Balloon Modelling, Face Painting 

and Magic!). Children’s Novelty Races. Horse 
and Carriage Rides. Bowls, Hoopla, Hit the 

Can, Toss the Wellie and more. Mini Auction 
(a very popular event). Afternoon Teas and 

Crepe Stall. A Raffle with great cash prizes to 
be won. All are welcome to our fun family 
afternoon. Adm: Children Free. Adults €3. 

Parking, on site, is still Free. A big thank you 
to the sponsors of this year’s Raffle Prizes. 

For more information  Email  
donoughmoredonardparish@gmail.com   


