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MASSES
St. Paul’s Oratory
Mon. - Fri. 10am
St. Joseph’s Church
Sat. 6pm / Sun. 11am
Available on Webcam

BALTINGLASS - BIGSTONE - GRANGECON - STRATFORD

PARISH NEWSLETITER

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A - 16th August 2026

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
ST. PAUL’S ORATORY
WEDNESDAYS 7.30 - 8.30PM
Spend an hour in quiet
reflection before Jesus
present in the
Blessed Sacrament.

WE REMEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES: SUNDAY 11AM
Annie Maguire Donohoe, Tinoran & Dublin
John & Anna Cashin, Bawnogues & Crehelp
Sarah & Geraldine Cashin & deceased mem-
bers of the Cashin Family
Deceased members of the Foley Family,
Knockfield
William Reynolds, Kilmurry Lodge
Dan Kearney, Barronstown
William & Mary Fitzgerald, Knockroe
Clement O’Toole, Main Street
Helen Corcoran, 9 Parkmore
Ger Kilcoyne, Mill Street

GRANGECON: 9.30AM (SUN)

SICK CALLS
If you have anyone that’s sick or house-
bound and you would like a priest to visit
please contact the Parish Office.

THE IRISH CATHOLIC
Ireland’s biggest and best-selling
religious newspaper!

ON SALE in St. Joseph’s Church each
weekend.

IF YOU TAKE ONE PLEASE PUT MONEY
IN THE BOX! PRICE: €3.50.

RADIO MARIA IRELAND
Saorview - Channel 210 /\
Stream on www.radiomaria.ie iy
By phone (01) 437 3277 f N
(no extra charges apply) FREE

APP -“RADIO MARIA IRELAND” MDRIMRIA

Nellie (Ellen) Germaine, Bessina

Sandra Doyle, Mallons Wood & her Mother
Margaret

Noel Moore, Grangecon

Tony Harte, Barronstown & Dublin

Edward Gordon, Dunlavin

SfPecice’

VISIT BALTINGLASS PARISH WEBSITE
For Weekly Newsletter, Information,
to make a donation etc.
www.baltinglassparish.ie

REFLECTION

Two distinct lessons emerge from the liturgy of this Sunday. First, Jesus did not confine his
mission to the Israelites. Rather, he wanted all to know and enjoy the goodness of God.
When one accepts the message of Christ and is baptized, the boundaries created by social
and ethnic differences are no longer of value and importance. Since a Christian has put on
Christ and became new creation, the differences no longer matter; there is no Jew or Gentile,
man and woman, slave or free. That is the ideal.

However, an objective look at our world, shows how racism, tribalism, ethnicity and cultural
prejudices damage not only the development of our countries but also seriously undermine
Christian identity and testimony. Christians tend to conform easily to the standards of this
world, which rely on making distinctions and divisions. When differences are highlighted, it
becomes very easy to forego the search for the common good, and to pursue perverse per-
sonal or national interests while harming others. In doing so, we are becoming ever less
Christian. Conforming to the message about the single standard, is required of all Christians
for an adequate response to Jesus, is a great exhortation to find the way past differences, in
the search to be a true Christian. As Christians we have a vital responsibility to carry that
message of essential equality to our often troubled societies.

The second message which comes from today’s read-
ing is that of patient waiting for God’s action rather
than seeking shortcuts in life. While contemporary
society has made it a common and quite normal way
to seek and take shortcuts in life, the Canaanite wom-
an sets a model for all of us to follow. Unemployment,
poverty, family issues have led many people, particu-
larly the youth to join secret societies and engage
themselves in immoral practices taught and demand- :
ed by these groups. Also, the “Gospel of prosperity” preached in many parts of the world is
causing much harm to many by taking advantage of personal dreams and ambitions, and
promises of easy success. Such groups insist on performing certain rites, paying tithes to the
preachers, attending special revivals or belonging to illuminati groups to achieve quick and
effortless success. Such beliefs are nothing but distortions of Jesus’ teaching.



http://www.radiomaria.ie/

‘Ministers

22nd & 23rd August A
2z

SATURDAY 6PM: (Baltinglass)

Minister of the Word: Mary Hayes

Eucharistic Ministers: Patricia Carwood
Mary Patterson

SUNDAY 11AM MASS:
Minister of the Word:
Eucharistic Ministers:

Mary Jo Ovington
Bernie Kilcoyne
Luke Doogue

STRATFORD: 9.30AM:
Minister of the Word:
Eucharistic Minister:

Noreen Keogh
Noreen Keogh

MINISTERS FOR THE @mm,m

2.

STRATFORD/GRANGECON GAA LOTTO
Winning Numbers
04, 12, 15, 19

No Jackpot Winner
5 Match 3 Winners - €40 each
Niamh Whelan, Sinead Doyle,
Dean Valentine, Eamon McEvoy,
Patricia Pender

Seller’s Prize: Kelly Sisters
This week’s Jackpot: €18,700.
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EVERY MONDAY IN
FATIMA HALL AT 8PM

URGENTLY NEEDED
We are in urgent need of people who are
willing to take up the roles of
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
AND/OR
MINISTER OF THE WORD
for
STRATFORD AND GRANGECON
CHURCHES.
PLEASE contact the Parish Office ASAP
On 059 648 1254 or
email admin@baltinglassparish.ie

BALTINGLASS GAA LOTTO
g Winning Numbers
E:ﬁ 09, 23, 27, 32
m ) No Jackpot Winner
1 Match 3 winner - €300
Anthony Levear
Next week’s Jackpot: €20,000.

2.

BALTINGLASS LIBRARY EVENTS
Celebrating Heritage Week

Saturday 22" - Wicklow Placenames Project
Workshop' at 11am 1pm. All Welcome
For further information ring 059 648230

OPEN DAY FOR SEPTEMBER 2026 COURSES AT
ATHY FURTHER EDUCATION AND
TRAINING CENTRE
Drop in for information on our full and part-
time courses on Wednesday the 2nd Septem-
ber, from 10am to 12pm. For additional infor-
mation please contact Rachel Doyle on
059 8632044 at Further Education and
Training Centre, Carlow Road, Athy. Co Kidare.

www.athyfetc.ie or email us
at infoathy@kwetb.ie.

RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initi-
ation of Adults, a process for adults seek-
ing to join the Catholic Church.

RCIA is a structured process developed by
the Catholic Church to guide adults who
wish to become full members of the
Church, including those who have never
been baptised (catechumens) and those
baptised in other Christian denominations
(candidates). It involves gradual introduc-
tion to Catholic beliefs, practices, and the
sacraments, culminating in Baptism, Confir-
mation, and Eucharist, usually celebrated at
the Easter Vigil.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED PLEASE
CONTACT OUR PARISH OFFICE.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Cleaning takes place in St. Joseph’s Church
on the first Thur#of the month at
10.30am. More volunteers are needed.
Your help would be appreciated.

NEWSLETTER
Articles for the Newsletter must be
received by 12 noon on Thursdays.

PLEASE NOTE:
The Parish Office is CLOSED
Monday 17th August & will re-open
Monday 24th August.

Anniversaries etc. can be left in the
Sacristy before Mass during this time or
left into the Parish Centre Post box
up until 1pm Friday.

HERITAGE WEEK PHOTO EXHIBITION
Join us for a fascinating tour of Baltinglass
Courthouse's historic prison cells in the
Library Hillfort Room at 7pm on Tuesday, 18th
August. After the tour, enjoy an exhibition of
vintage Baltinglass photos over a cup of tea or
coffee and some friendly chat. Everyone is wel-
come! If you’d like to bring along any of your
own historic photos, we’ll scan them on the
spot and return the originals to you immediate-
ly. Thanks!

Town Teams' Tourism subgroup and
Baltinglass Tidy Towns

CLEANER AVAILABLE
Mornings only. Phone Kate
on 086 867 1926.

HOSPITALITY MORNING
Join us for a Cuppa in
The Parish Centre, every
Tuesday morning after 10am Mass. ¢
All are welcome.

Weekend Collections

8th & 9th August
Off. €705. Dev. €1,875.

Many thanks to all who contributed.

CONFESSIONS
Will take place every Saturday Morning
in St. Paul’s Oratory in the Parish Centre
from 10am - 10.30am.
OR
by appointment by phoning the
Priest on duty at 085 831 4793.

K & L EUCHARISTIC ADORATION PRAYER DAY
"Peace | leave you; My peace | give you" John
14:27. Find peace in a day of Prayer and
Adoration.

K&L Eucharistic Adoration Committee invites
you to join us with Most Rev. Bishop Denis
Nulty, Fr Ruairi O Domhnaill, Ms Margaret

Brennan & Guest Speakers: Ms Una Allen and

Ms Mary Connolly.

Location: Mount St. Anne's, Portarlington.
(R32 WN59)

Date: Sat. 29th Aug. 9.30am - 4.00pm.

Concludes with Holy Mass 3pm

Refreshments on arrival - Lunch 12.30-1.15.
Cost €25. Booking Essential.

Call or Text with name and number of
companions Barbara Kinsella 086 1637 311.

SUNDAY MASSES 2026
STRATFORD GRANGECON
August: 09/23 16/30
September 06/20 13/27
October: 04/18 11/25



http://www.athyfetc.ie/
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