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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
ST. PAUL’S ORATORY 

WEDNESDAYS 7.30 - 8.30PM 
Spend an hour in quiet  
reflection before Jesus 

 present in the 
 Blessed Sacrament. 

 
  BALTINGLASS - BIGSTONE - GRANGECON - STRATFORD 

PARISH   NEWSLETTER 
Twenty  Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A -      13th September 2026  

 
Want to feel lighter in mind and heart? Read Matthew 18:21–35 
 

 

This weekend’s Gospel offers a beautiful 

and powerful lesson about forgiveness. 

Jesus tells the story of a servant who was 

forgiven a huge debt by his master yet 

refused to forgive another servant who 

owed him only a little. When the master 

heard what had happened, he was deep-

ly disappointed by the servant’s lack of 

mercy. 
 

The message is simple, but it reaches deeply into our lives: forgiveness matters. 

When we hold on to anger, resentment, or bitterness, it can feel like carrying a 

heavy bag everywhere we go. Over time, that weight can affect our peace of mind, 

our relationships, and even our ability to enjoy life. 
 

St. John Paul II once said, “To forgive is not to condone; it is to refuse to allow the 

past to dictate the future.” Forgiveness does not mean pretending that hurt never 

happened. It does not mean saying that what was wrong was acceptable. Rather, it 

means choosing not to let past pain control our hearts or our future. 
 

Forgiveness can be a gift we give to ourselves. It can calm the mind, soften the 

heart, and make space for healing. It does not erase the pain, but it helps us stop 

carrying it in a way that keeps hurting us. Little by little, forgiveness opens the door 

to freedom, peace, and new beginnings. 
 

In this Gospel, Jesus invites us to let mercy shape our hearts. Forgiveness is not al-

ways easy, and it may take time, prayer, and courage. But when we choose mercy, 

we begin to release the burden of unforgiveness. We make room for grace, inner 

peace, and a more hopeful future. 

 
 

MASSES 
St. Paul’s Oratory 
Mon. - Fri. 10am  

St. Joseph’s Church 
Sat. 6pm / Sun. 11am  
Available on Webcam  

SICK CALLS 
If you have anyone that’s sick or house-

bound and you would like a priest to visit  
please contact the Parish Office.       

THE IRISH CATHOLIC 
Ireland’s biggest and best-selling  

religious newspaper! 
ON SALE in St. Joseph’s Church  

each weekend. 
IF YOU TAKE ONE PLEASE PUT MONEY  

IN THE BOX!   PRICE:  €3.50.  

WE REMEMBER 
 

 

ANNIVERSARIES:  SUNDAY 11AM 
 

Shamie Donohoe, Tinoran 
Imelda Kavanagh, Athy & Corballis 
Bridget (Bridie) Teague & her Husband  
Michael, Blessington 
Mona Clynch, Castledermot Road 
Joe Quirke, Parkmore 
 

GRANGECON: 9.30AM (SUN) 
 

Tom Nolan, Lowtown, Grangecon 

 

 

 

WEEKDAY MASS INTENTIONS 

10AM  IN ST. PAUL’S ORATORY 
 

Monday 14th September: Donors Intentions 

Tuesday 15th September: Kathleen Dalton 

Wednesday 16th September: Donors Intention 
 

Weekend Collections 5th  & 6th September 

 Off. €570.   Dev. €1,555. 

Many thanks to all who  

contributed. 

NEWSLETTER 
Articles for the Newsletter must be  
received by 12 noon on Thursdays. 
 PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS  
 Mon. Wed.  & Fri.  9.30am - 1pm  
        Tues. & Thurs.  9.30am - 1pm 
                          & 1.30pm - 2.30pm 

SUNDAY MASSES 2026 
STRATFORD          GRANGECON 
September          20      13/27 
October:        04/18               11/25  
November:  01/15/29              08/22 



BALTINGLASS GAA LOTTO 
Winning Numbers 

02, 04, 16, 30 
No Jackpot Winner 

1 Match 3 Winner - €300 - Jackie Conboy 
Next week’s Jackpot: €20,000. 

STRATFORD/GRANGECON GAA LOTTO 

Winning Numbers 

05, 07, 18, 23 

No Jackpot Winner  
5 Match 3 Winners  - €40 each 
Louise Hanbidge, Freda Moore,  
Lucy & Margaret, Tommy Duffy,  

Frances  H O’Neill 
Sellers Prize:  The Glen Lounge 
Next week’s Jackpot: €19,900. 

CONFESSIONS 
Will take place every Saturday Morning  
in St. Paul’s Oratory in the Parish Centre  

from 10am - 10.30am.   
OR  

by appointment by phoning the 
 Priest on duty at 085 831 4793. 

MINISTERS FOR THE 
19th & 20th September 

 
SATURDAY 6PM: (Baltinglass) 
Minister of the Word:   Rosemarie Seitz 
Eucharistic Ministers:    Mary Patterson 
          Rena O’Toole 
 

SUNDAY 11AM MASS: 
Minister of the Word:    Maggie Nolan  
Eucharistic Ministers:     Seán Connolly 
           John Paul Kenny 
STRATFORD: 9.30AM: 
Minister of the Word:    Elizabeth Thompson 
Eucharistic Minister:       Liam Brady 

 

EVERY MONDAY IN  
FATIMA HALL AT 8PM 

ALTAR SERVERS 
You do not have to be in primary 
school to be an ALTAR SERVER.  

WE WELCOME YOU AT ANY AGE!  
Why not become an   

ALTAR SERVER?  
If you would like to be an  

Altar Server please contact the 
Parish Office. 

BALTINGLASS & DISTRICT  
ACTIVE RETIREMENT 

Time Change for a once-off Art Class with 
Olah in local Library:  Please note the earlier 
start of 5.45pm on Friday 18th September.   

RCIA stands for the Rite of Christian Initi-

ation of Adults, a process for adults seeking 
to join the Catholic Church. 
 

RCIA is a structured process developed by 
the Catholic Church to guide adults who 
wish to become full members of the Church, 
including those who have never been bap-
tised (catechumens) and those baptised in 
other Christian denominations (candidates).  
It involves gradual introduction to Catholic 
beliefs, practices, and the sacraments, cul-
minating in Baptism, Confirmation, and Eu-
charist, usually celebrated at the Easter  
Vigil. 
 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED PLEASE  
CONTACT OUR PARISH OFFICE. 

URGENTLY NEEDED 
We are in urgent need of people who are  

willing to take up the roles of  
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER  

AND/OR  
MINISTER OF THE WORD  

for  
STRATFORD AND GRANGECON  

CHURCHES.  
PLEASE contact the Parish Office ASAP  

On 059 648 1254 or  
email admin@baltinglassparish.ie  

VISIT BALTINGLASS PARISH WEBSITE 
For Weekly Newsletter, Information,to make a 

donation etc. www.baltinglassparish.ie 

THE IRISH CANCER SOCIETY 

is seeking compassionate volunteer drivers to 

join our pool of drivers. As a volunteer driver 

you would be bringing patients undergoing 

chemotherapy to the hospital and back home 

for their treatment.  Gifting your time means 

that cancer patients will have comfortable 

(one on one) transport to attend appoint-

ments for their lifesaving treatment. 

If you can spare 2 days per month, have a 

valid driving licence, and a safe, reliable vehi-

cle, you are the perfect candidate to make a 

significant difference. The Irish Cancer Society 

will provide you with training before you start 

as a driver for us. Your generosity not only 

eases the journey for many during a challeng-

ing time but also offers comfort and support 

when it's needed most. Email  Monica or Emi-

ly at volunteer@irishcancer.ie  for details. 

SEASON OF CREATION 
Each year from September 1st  to October 4, 

the Christian family unites for this world 
wide celebration of prayer and action to 
protect our common home. This year’s 
theme is “Living Water”.  To access all  

materials see www.seasonofcreation.org  

ON BEHALF OF DOGS FOR THE DISABLED 
I would sincerely like to thank everyone who 
supported the session in Lawler's Pub on Fri-
day 4th September. Thank you to all the tal-
ented musicians and singers who provided a 
remarkable night's entertainment. A special 

thanks to James and Cathy for the Venue and 
light refreshments, and sincere appreciation 

to Richard Willoughby who was MC & provid-
ed the sound system. Thank you to all who 

donated prizes, which raised €1,050.00 which 
will help towards the renovation costs of a 

new DFD Training Facility in Cork. If you 
would like to donate directly to DFD, please 
use their link on their website:  dogsfordisa-
bled.ie Thank you, Colette and her Deputy 
Jasper, and Martin with his Assistant Pepsi. 

PART TIME COOK VACANCY  
IN TULLOW AREA 

On alternative weeks, six days  from  
 9.30am - 2.30pm. Phone 089 970 5761. 

BIGSTONE NATIONAL SCHOOL 
OPEN EVENING AND BOOK FAIR 

on Tuesday 29th September from 7pm to 
8pm. Prospective parents and their children 
are warmly welcome to come along and visit 
our school and browse the shelves! Further 
information on: www.bigstonens.ie. or by 
phoning the school on 059 9161171 or by 

email to office@bigstonens.ie. 

Weekend Collections 5th  & 6th September 

 Off. € 570.   Dev. €1,555. 

Many thanks to all who contributed. 

BALTINGLASS LIBRARY—CULTURE NIGHT 
Friday September 18th 19.00 - 20.45pm.  

'An evening with Oscar Wilde' - Complied and 
performed by Richard Lynch  "Transport 

yourself back in time. Share Wilde's sparkling 
humour and wit, and his tragic downfall."  

Booking essential on 059 6482300/
baltinglasslib@wicklowcoco.ie  

COMMUNITY EMPLOYMENT (CE) MEETING 
IN THE COACH HOUSE IN STRATFORD 

 Monday 28th September at 7pm. The pur-
pose is to give everyone an overview of CE 
for new people in the village and surround-
ing areas. Feel free to drop in for a cuppa.  
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